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Student Package 

Rationale: 

The tasks and questions on the OSSLT require you to demonstrate WRITING 

skills. The following areas are assessed:  

 developing a main idea with sufficient supporting details  

 organizing information and ideas in a coherent manner  

 using conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation) in a manner that does 

prevent a reader from understanding what you want to say.  

 

Hopefully by walking through the following lesson, we can help you to be 

successful on the writing sections of the OSSLT. 

Lesson:  

1. Please review the “Writing Skills” and “Writing Traits…” handouts. 

2. Your teacher will deliver the “Series of Paragraphs” lesson. 

Activity: 

1. Please Complete the preliminary assignment - “Practice: Quick Opinions”  

2. Work on the series of paragraphs assignment. It is important that you work 

diligently to complete this task within 20-30 minutes. (20-30) 

3. You and your teacher can use the EQAO scoring guidelines to assess your 

work (found in the teacher package)  

a. Alternatively, you can access Item-Specific Rubric and Sample 

Student Responses with Annotations at the following URL: 

http://www.eqao.com/students/secondary/10/BookletsandGuides.aspx

?Lang=E&gr=10&yr=14  
 

 

http://www.eqao.com/students/secondary/10/BookletsandGuides.aspx?Lang=E&gr=10&yr=14
http://www.eqao.com/students/secondary/10/BookletsandGuides.aspx?Lang=E&gr=10&yr=14


 



Writing Traits of an OSSLT Opinion Essay  
 

When writing an Opinion Essay for the OSSLT, be certain your essay has these traits.  
 

Ideas  

 The response directly answers the question. Pick one side and explain clearly why your 

opinion is correct.  
 

 Unlike other essays, the details you use to explain why your opinion is correct do not 

have to be accurate. Your writing skills are being evaluated, not your knowledge of the 

topic. You might use an anecdote, an example, a comparison, or a series of details to 

explain why your answer is correct. You may make-up facts to support your argument, 

but add details that are reasonable and serious.  

 

Organization  

 First paragraph: an introduction that directly answers the questions and lists three reasons 

why your answer is correct. 
 

 Three body paragraphs: each body paragraph explains one of your reasons in more detail. 
 

 Final paragraph: a conclusion that summarizes your argument.  

 

Voice  

 The voice of an opinion essay should be strong, decisive, determined and serious. 
 

 Opinion essays are written in the present tense.  
 

 Opinion essays can be written in the first person (“I believe that…”).  

 

Word Choice:  

 Essay writers try to use clear descriptive language. The goal is to be accurate and avoid 

confusion.  

 

Sentence Fluency:  

 To support the organization of your ideas, follow a point, proof, comment series of 

sentences in your body paragraphs. Use connecting phrases such as: “This is true 

because…”; “For this reason I believe…”; or “Obviously, no one could doubt that…”. 
 

 Ensure that your sentences are connected, and not a series of bullet points.  

 

Conventions:  

 The EQAO expects you to check your work for errors to ensure that it can be easily read. 

It does not have to be perfect. Use words that you can confidently spell correctly and 

straightforward sentence structures that are easily read.  

 

 

 



Practice: Quick Opinions   
 

1) Brainstorm at least 3 reasons to support one side of the following opinion statements  
 

Is grade 9 the most important year of high School? 

Yes 

 

 

 

No 

Should students be allowed to drive school? 

Yes 

 

 

 

No 

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break? 

Yes 

 

 

 

No 

 

2) Select one of the questions above. Write the introduction paragraph of an answer to the question. 

Use the appropriate format for an OSSLT opinion piece. 
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